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‘A LIFE’S PASSION’ 
 

25 years of Larch Cottage Nurseries 
 

PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
 
In 1984 Cumbrian Landscape designer Peter Stott bought a run-down property in the heart of 
the Eden Valley. 25 years later and after a much publicised planning wrangle during the early 
90’s in which the Secretary of State eventually intervened, Larch Cottage Nurseries is 
celebrating it’s quarter Century in business. 
 
Now also the home of the Greenhouse Restaurant and Red Barn Art Gallery, the nurseries are 
host to over 15,000 varieties of plants, the vast majority of which are propagated on site – 
making it one of the widest stockist in the UK. Specialising in rare and unusual shrubs, 
Perennials, climbers, Japanese Acers, Old Fashioned Roses and slow growing and dwarf 
conifers, Larch Cottage is the sole supplier for many of the varieties as listed in the RHS 
Bible – The Plantfinder. 
 
Owner and founder Peter Stott has combined his love of art beauty, and good architecture 
with a passion for Italy and together with his team of skilled craftsmen have created – and are 
creating still – a secret Garden hidden in the heart of the Eden Valley, a place where 
Romanesque walls, draped with greenery act as a backdrop for the peaceful gardens bursting 
with mature stock plants, and in 2000, gained entry into the lauded book ‘Trading Places – 
Europes Finest Specialist Shops -  one of only 11 British Companies to be featured.  

 

Roy Lancaster writing in The Garden called Larch Cottage: 
 ‘An exciting destination for any gardener’ 

 

The Daily Telegraph described us as: 
 The Lake District’s best kept horticultural secret 

 
Celebrations and Events are running throughout the year; in April 1,000 customers will 
receive a free Acer Palmatum, in  June we have 10% off all 45 varieties of Cornus Kousa 
bought in the nursery  and we end the year with one lucky  prize draw customer winning a 
large specimen Acer, beautifully potted that will be on show throughout the summer in the 
courtyard which forms the entrance to the nurseries and worth in excess of £300. 
 

‘Thank you very much for all your help,  your service has  been great’ 
Kosta - Parikia Tours, Paros, Greece. 

 
As an RHS partner Larch Cottage will be running ‘Working with Nature’ on the 8th July – an 
informative evening with Ian Gregg OBE An informal evening hosted by Ian Gregg OBE in 
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which he will focus on the importance of the whole garden – each area playing its own part in 
creating a fascinating and sustainable ecosystem. 
 
On the 15th September guest speaker Nick Dunn from Frank Mathews ‘Trees for Life’ will 
speak on the creative use of ornamental trees in the garden. 
 
Still very much working as a landscape designer Peter is planning a series of 4 hour courses 
where a limited number of attendees will be asked to bring along photos of their own gardens 
for discussion and dissemination.  
 
Ends . . . .  464  words 
 
Editors Note: 
More events are planned and details will be circulated as and when they become available. 
 
If you publish information about Larch Cottage in any form could you please let me know by 
email plants@larchcottage.co.uk. Or Phone: 01931 712 404 
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Joy Batey, Larch Cottage Nurseries, melkinthorpe, Penrith Cumbria CA10 2dr 
Tel: 01931 712 404 – Fax: 01931 712 727 
Email: plants@larchcottage.co.uk Web: www.larchcottage.co.uk 
Open 7 days 10am to 5.30pm – ‘till dusk in winter Entrance in free 
 
 
 


